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Of late, an interest convergence in “DIY AI” is to be observed among a broadening array 

of corporate, academic, and participatory approaches.  
In the corporate arena, Google launched a series of “AIY Kits” (e.g., a DIY “Voice Kit” in 

2017, followed by a DIY “Vision Kit” in 2018), all of which are based upon machine learning 
(ML) to afford its novice “makers” with opportunities to tinker with this “New AI” (Alpaydin 
2016). In the academic arena, novice experimentation with advanced AI/ML has led to 
empirical studies of and/or through interactions with such technology. Video-based studies of 
locally unfolding interactions afford analysts with a rich audio-visual resource to describe how 
and why talk, gestures, and objects happen to be articulated (e.g., Hindmarsh & Llewellyn 
2018). Practice-based studies through interactions with “smart agents” take the form of 
reflexive ethnographies, self-instructive user and/or field studies. In such studies, 
researchers themselves beneficially take the stance of novice practitioners, affording them 
with an “opportunity to see what experts frequently ‘assume’ and ‘take for granted’” 
(Livingston 2008:132). Finally, a participatory interest in the novice use of advanced AI is to 
be found in “makerspaces” (e.g., Davies 2017). The “LA Makerspace” community, for 
example, offers and explains “Hands-on AI for Kids!” 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kv37j_Q_c9w). 

This workshop style session calls for empirical contributions that question the outlined 
interest convergence by drawing upon video analysis of and/or material engagement with 
AI/ML technology in situ. More specifically, we welcome interested participants to: 

• present ethnographic vignettes or transcribed video excerpts of their ongoing 
research to be jointly examined (as in a “data session”),  

• and/or to invite workshop participants to jointly engage in “hands-on AI” experiments 
then and there, “plugged” or “unplugged” (Bell 2016).  

 
The session thus instigates material deliberation with and through situated practice, 

inviting its “dis/entangling” through various cases and configurations in situ. The session 
invites its participants, through the joint data analysis and hands-on experiments, not only to 
tease out the practical conditions for AI/ML technology to work – its “vulgar enabling 
practices” (Button & Sharrock 2013) – but also to make explicit how normative critique(s) of 
technology can, and should be, “re-engaged” in the light of unfolding situations and their 
detailed descriptions. The workshop style of the session facilitates empirical and critical 
inspection of “ML in the making” alike, rather than basing ethical and political discussion on 
“readymade AI”. Vulnerability, responsibility, and justice are to be re-embedded, and re-
examined, accordingly. 

Abstracts of prospective participants should include, in addition to a short description of 
their video data and/or hands-on experiment, a brief consideration of how their joint 
discussion at the session might contribute to renew, recast or re-specify, the critical 
discussion of AI/machine learning. A special issue of postfactum: a transdisciplinary journal 
is envisaged on the basis of the session. 
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