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STS Studies of Outer Space 
(New Space movement as Challenge to Government/Corporate Space 

Science and Technology) 
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Ivan Tchalakov, University of Plovdiv and BAS Institute for Study of Knowledge and 

Societies, Bulgaria; PAST Center – Tomsk State University, Russia, tchalakov@gmail.com 
Irina Popravko, Laboratory for Social and Anthropological Research – Tomsk State 

University, Russia,  
 
Since 1946, when the camera mounted on US launched Werner von Braun A-4/V-2 rocket 

reached 142 kilometer altitude and filmed the curve of the globe, the exploration of Outer 
Space has always been the one of the most exciting area of science & technology 
development. Space exploration was considered as inevitable path of humankind progress 
and moved by talented amateur scientists, engineers and technicians, similar to the 
development of first automobiles and airplanes. By later 1950s, however, NASA and what is 
now Rosscosmos made this vision hopelessly outdated, convincing public that only big 
government programs spending billions of dollars could send anyone into space.  

Since 1990s, however, in US, UK, New Zeeland and other countries the vision of ‘heroic 
space entrepreneur’ was revived by bunch of enthusiasts, deeply disenchanted by ‘Big Space’ 
(i.e. government/corporate space science&industry). What is now known as New Space 
movement restored and push forward more inclusive socio-technical imaginaries, where 
amateurs and enthusiasts are brought back in science& technology development, vision-
creation and in shaping space policies. Here the capitalist motive of profit-oriented exploitation 
of vast resources of Outer Space are interwoven with utopian ambition of a human future in 
the stars, and ‘frontier mentality’ of further expanding human liberty and progress. 

We invite papers critically assessing the legacy of government/corporate dominated 
exploration of Outer Space, including its effects on public perception of space science and 
technology; theoretical studies of publicly funded space exploration and how it shaped its very 
contents and objectives; case studies and ethnographies of New Space (space 
entrepreneurship, citizen space science, etc.); analyses of conflicting imaginaries of next wave 
of capitalist expansion (based on exploration of Solar System resoruces) and Anthropocene 
mentality, i.e. environmentally responsible modesty toward Earth’s limits, retrenchment in 
consumption and resource exploitation.  

Other relevant ideas and topics are highly appreciated too. 
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