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Over the last decade, it has become clear that the changed circumstances of the 

innovation environment and the strengthening of responsibilities requires a new approach of 
research and development and innovation (RDI) processes. In order to respond to the new 
challenges, the innovation management should be able to consider the unintended social 
and environmental impacts of RDI processes. For this purpose, the notion of Responsible 
Research and Innovation (RRI) came into being, with the aim of addressing the potential 
negative consequences and impacts of RDI processes. In the past few years several 
definitions of RRI has been offered (Buzás–Lukovics 2015). However, the scientific 
community and the European Union most frequently rely on the definition of von Schomberg 
(2013, pp. 60.): “A transparent, interactive process by which societal actors and innovators 
become mutually responsive to each other with a view to the (ethical) acceptability, 
sustainability and societal desirability of the innovation process and its marketable products 
(in order to allow a proper embedding of scientific and technological advances in our 
society)”. The purpose of the concept is to make conscious decisions in the research and 
innovation processes in order to manage and avoid the environmental, social and ethical 
risks. 

Regarding the implementation of the concept and main aspects of RRI, we can face with 
several problems and barriers. The results of the practical application of RRI can be 
significantly influenced by the innovation environment of the regions or countries. 

The main purpose of this session is to outline the main problems concerning the 
awareness raising and implementation of RRI in the CEE countries, mainly in the post-
socialist countries. During this session besides the theoretical background and the main 
challenges of the implementation of RRI, some practical methods can be demonstrated and 
discussed. 

 
Suggested topics:  
 
- Theoretical underpinnings of RRI 
- RRI projects in Central and Eastern European countries 
- Drivers and constraints of RRI applications 
- Methods for implementing the concept of RRI 
- Responsibility in the science 
- Public engagement 
- Ethics in the science 
- RRI in education 
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